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T H E  W O R L D ’ S  FAV O U R I T E  M I C E

Mickey and Minnie 
appeared together in 
70 of the 129 original 
Mickey Mouse cartoons.

A MIGHTY PAIR
Mickey Mouse made his public debut in Walt Disney’s 1928 animated 
short Steamboat Willie, playing the role of a jolly riverboat pilot 
whistling at the helm. Two and a half minutes later, in the same fi lm, 
Minnie Mouse made her own debut as a passenger rushing to board 
the boat. With a little help from a cargo crane, both mice fi nally met 
on deck – and they’ve been inseparable ever since. Steamboat Willie 
is a work of incredible historical signifi cance – it was the fi rst Disney 
cartoon to feature synchronised sound and a fully post-produced 
soundtrack – and will be remembered for generations as the fi lm 
that introduced Mickey and Minnie to each other, and the world. 

BEAUTIFULLY SIMPLE
Mickey Mouse’s design (and by extension Minnie’s) is remarkably 
simple – basically, a set of circles. This allowed Walt Disney and 
designer Ub Iwerks to produce cartoons at lightning speed: up to 
700 drawings in one day!
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I hope we never lose 
sight of one thing 
– that it was all 

started by a mouse.

“

”

M I C K E Y  I N 
W A LT  D I S N E Y ’ S  W O R D S

ON MICKEY’S POPULARITY
“Mickey is so simple and uncomplicated, so easy to understand, 
that you can’t help liking him.”

ON DREAMING UP MICKEY ON A TRAIN RIDE HOME
“Out of the trouble and confusion stood a mocking, merry little 
fi gure, vague and indefi nite at fi rst. But it grew and grew and grew, 
and fi nally arrived – a mouse. A romping, rollicking little mouse... 
By the time my train had reached the Middle West, I had dressed 
my dream mouse in a pair of red velvet pants with two huge pearl 
buttons. I had composed the fi rst scenario and was all set.”
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FROM IDEA TO SHELF
I want to design things that I’d like to put on my shelf, so I  
always visualise people’s homes when I work. How does the set 
integrate into someone’s study or sitting room? That’s why we 
went with the ‘classic’ Mickey design, with his iconic silhouette 
and colour palette. 

MY FAVORITE BITS
I really like that we’re using the classic LEGO® space helmet for 
Mickey’s nose. There are a few Easter eggs like that, Mickey’s 
shorts (which are barrels) or his mouth (a wheel arch) to name 
a few. We also developed this great new tubular shape for the 
arms and legs to capture the original animation style of those 
early Disney shorts. 

THE TRICKY PART
The biggest challenge we faced was the weight distribution,  
because Mickey carries most of his weight in the head and the body.  
The model needed reinforcement in the legs, feet and base to 
get him to stand right. That was a mini feat of engineering for us. 

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  D E S I G N E R
Ollie Gregory – LEGO® Disney Designer

Lauren Cullen King – LEGO® Graphic Designer
Yoel Mazur – LEGO Element Designer
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